INFANT   ANALYSIS
interested in one part of the electric railway where there w
a single line, and a loop was formed. He said about thismat
there had to be a loop, in case another train came in the
direction and there was a collision. He illustrated this danger to
his mother: 'Look, if two people come in opposite directions* (so
saying he ran towards her), 'they run into one another, and so
do two horses, if they come like this.3 A frequent phantasy of
his was what he imagined his mother to be like inside: how there
were all sorts of contrivances, especially in her stomach. This
was followed by the phantasy of a swing or merry-go-round, on
which there were a number of little people, who kept on getting
on one after the other and getting off on the other side. There
was somebody who pressed on something and helped them to do
this.
His new delight in roaming about and all his other interests
lasted for some time, but, after several months, they were suc-
ceeded by the old dislike for going for a walk. This was still
there when I again began to analyse him recently. He was then
nearly seven years old.1
During this next part of his analysis, which now went very
deep, this dislike increased and showed clearly as an inhibition,
until the anxiety behind it became manifest and then could be
resolved. It was in particular the way to school which called forth
this great anxiety. We found that one of the reasons why he
did not like the roads along which he went to school was because
there were trees on them. Roads where there were fields on each
side, on the other hand, he thought very beautiful, because paths
could be made there and they could be turned into a garden if
flowers were planted and watered.2 His antipathy to trees,
which for some time took the form of fear of woods, proved to be
partly determined by phantasies of a tree being cut down, which
might fall on him. The tree stood to him for his father's large
penis, which he wanted to cut off and therefore feared. What
his fear was on the way to school we learnt from various phan-
tasies. Once he told me about a bridge (which existed only in
his imagination) on his way to school.3 If there had been a hole
in it he might have fallen through. Another time it was a thick
piece of string, which he saw lying on the path, that caused
1  The boy had had a relapse, which was due in part to the fact that3 in my desire
to be careful, I had not taken the analysis deep enough.    Part of the result obtained,
however, had proved to be lasting.
2  Connected with the planting of flowers was his habit of passing urine at certain
definite points on the way.
3   S. Ferenczi, 'The Symbolism of Bridges', Further Contributions to the Theory and
Technique of Psycho-Analysis, 1926.
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